~{ Early Primary Program: The Sapling & Cypress Rooms
Years

Our early primary program brings together kindergarteners and early elementary learners,
typically ages 5 to 7, in a warm, developmentally responsive environment. The Sapling and
Cypress students share daily rhythms, outdoor learning, and enrichment experiences, while also
receiving individualized support and challenges based on their stage of growth.

This community-centered model honors Montessori principles of mixed-age learning and offers
students the chance to grow through observation, collaboration, and independence.

“@ A Montessori-Inspired Approach
Our early primary classrooms are designed to:
e Foster independence, curiosity, and confidence
e Balance structured lessons with open-ended exploration
e Support both emerging and growing academic skills
e Encourage leadership and mentoring across age groups

Students engage in hands-on learning with carefully curated materials, guided by educators
who adapt instruction to meet each child’s unique developmental needs. Whether they are
building early literacy skills or exploring math concepts in greater depth, each student moves at
a pace that is right for them.

¥ Academic Focus Areas

In this stage, we focus on building a strong foundation in core areas while encouraging creative
thinking and problem-solving. Some children may need extra support, while others are ready for
advanced work. That’s not only expected, it's embraced.

Literacy & Language Development
e Phonemic awareness and early reading skills
e Strengthening reading fluency and comprehension

e Letter recognition, handwriting, and writing mechanics



Expanding vocabulary and expressive language
Introduction to grammar, punctuation, and storytelling

Early research and presentation skills through projects

& Mathematics

Number recognition, counting, and one-to-one correspondence
Place value, number sense, and early operations
Addition, subtraction, and emerging multiplication and division strategies

Exploring patterns, measurement, geometry, and problem-solving

@ Science & Cultural Studies

Observing life cycles, seasons, and natural phenomena
Hands-on science experiments that spark curiosity
Early geography, world cultures, and environmental awareness

Encouraging stewardship and appreciation for the natural world

Practical Life & Fine Motor Development

Activities to build independence such as pouring, tying, and buttoning
Developing fine motor skills through art, writing, and manipulatives
Time management, planning, and classroom leadership

Grace and courtesy lessons to support social growth

Social-Emotional Learning & Community

Emotional intelligence is at the heart of our early years. Through guided practice and daily
interactions, students in the Sapling and Cypress years learn to:

Show Kindness and Respect by being thoughtful, compassionate members of the
community

Resolve Conflict Collaboratively by expressing feelings, listening to others, and
working through disagreements



e Embrace Independence and Leadership by taking responsibility for their learning and
helping younger or newer peers

e Develop a Growth Mindset by building resilience, self-advocacy, and confidence

v A Place to Grow

This program honors the full range of early childhood development. Like saplings growing into
deeply rooted cypress trees, students are nurtured with care, challenged with intention, and
encouraged to flourish academically, socially, and emotionally.

With a foundation in Montessori principles, outdoor learning, and a strong sense of belonging,
our early primary students grow into capable, compassionate learners who are excited to take
on the next stage of their journey.



