@ Upper Elementary and Middle School: The Oak Room
Years

The Oak Room is Elevate’s upper elementary and middle school program, supporting students
as they navigate the transition from childhood to adolescence. This room typically has ages
10-14. This multi-age classroom provides a rich academic and social environment where
students develop independence, critical thinking, and a strong sense of identity. Rooted in
Montessori-inspired principles, the Oak Room fosters inquiry, collaboration, and leadership thus
preparing students for high school and their role as engaged citizens in the broader world.

@ A Montessori-Inspired, Project-Based Learning Approach

This is a time of major intellectual and personal growth. In the Oak Room, students:
e Own their learning through project-based learning (PBL)
e Tackle real-world challenges through research, creativity, and collaboration

e Dive into meaningful, interdisciplinary projects like designing businesses, exploring
social issues, or conducting environmental research

This approach helps students build confidence and critical thinking skills in authentic, lasting
ways.

X Executive Functioning & Real-World Skills

As students take on more independence, they build vital life skills such as:
e Time management and goal setting
e Organization and personal accountability

e Resilience and adaptability through guided practice

These skills are intentionally developed to help students succeed both academically and
personally, now and in the future.




¥ Academic Focus Areas

We recognize that middle schoolers grow at different rates, so we provide flexible academic
support and challenge to ensure every learner is engaged and thriving.

A} Project-Based Literacy & Language Development
e Advanced reading comprehension and literary analysis through research and discussion
e Writing essays, persuasive pieces, research papers, and creative storytelling
e Public speaking, debate, and presentations to build communication and confidence
&3 Mathematics with Real-World Applications
e Mastering pre-algebra, geometry, and problem-solving through applied learning
e Exploring budgeting, data analysis, and financial literacy
e Using logic and design challenges to build reasoning and analytical skills
@ Science & Social Studies Through Inquiry
e Engaging in hands-on investigations in chemistry, physics, and environmental science
e Using the scientific method to solve real-world problems
e Studying world history, U.S. government, and social justice through research projects
e Exploring geography and cultural studies with global awareness and civic responsibility
Executive Functioning & Practical Life Skills
e Managing long-term assignments and study routines
e Leading classroom initiatives, service projects, and mentorship programs

e Preparing for high school with responsibility, resilience, and self-advocacy

Social-Emotional Learning & Community

The Oak Room supports more than just academics. It nurtures emotional intelligence and
leadership. Students learn to:

e Lead Collaboratively — by working together on school-wide and long-term projects



e Navigate Challenges with Empathy — through respectful communication and conflict
resolution

e Embrace Growth Mindset — by taking academic risks and learning from setbacks

¥ A Place to Grow

Like the mighty oak tree, students in this program grow deep roots academically, emotionally,
and socially. With a strong focus on project-based learning, executive functioning, and
community leadership, the Oak Room empowers learners to become capable, confident, and
globally-minded individuals who are fully prepared for high school and beyond.



